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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 4666 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIP, SA, AF 

SUB J : REASSIGNMENT OF UBS. AMBASSADOR TO AFGHANISTAN 

AFGHAN CHARGE MEHR ASKED EMBASSY OFFICER ABOUT RECENT REPORT 
ON RADIO KABUL ABOUT REPLACEMENT OF AMBASSADOR ELLIOT. MEHR 
SAID THAT ELLIOT HAD MADE OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO U.S. - 
AFGHANI UNDERSTANDING AND HOPED THAT HIS REPLACEMENT DID NOT 
MEAN U.S. WAS TAKING HARD LINE AGAINST NEW AFGHANI REGIME. 

EMBOFF SAID THAT TIMING OF AMBASSADOR S REPLACEMENT WAS 
COINCIDENCE AND THAT IMMEDIATE NAMING OF NEW AMBASSADOR WAS 
SIGN THAT U.S. PLACES GREAT IMPORTWNCE ON GOOD RELATIONS 
WITH AFGHANISTAN. 
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